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CATALOG NO 904 

NO. 393A ELECTRON TUBE A.&M.ONLY 
(Special Sales Conditions Apply) 

Filamentary thyratron containing both argon and mercury vapor. The addition of argon 
gives the tube characteristics a stability with variations in ambient temperature un
obtainable in tubes employing only mercury vapor. So designed that for any given 
anode potential there is a critical grid potential. If the grid is held more negative 
than this vialue and the tube is nonconducting, the anode current will remain zero. If 
it is made less negative, the anode current assumes a value determined by the applied 
anode potential and the impedance in the anode circuit. The grid loses all sensible 
control once the discharge has started. Has a B7-12 medium shell octal base in which 
terminals 1 and 2 are strapped internally and terminals 7 and 8 are strapped in
ternally. 

Has a Cl-1 small cap with ceramic collar (~or anode). 

Filament Rating 
Voltage 
Nominal current 
Required heating time 

Ratings 
Maximum instantaneous anode current 
Maximum average anode current 
Maximum time of averaging anode current 
Maximum peak voltage between anode and grid 
Maximum instantaneous grid curr ent 
Operating condensed mercury temperature range 

Characteristics 
Approximate tube voltage drop 
Nominal deionization time 

Approximate Starting Characteristics: 
Anode voltage at grid voltage = 0 
Grid voltage at anode voltage = 100 
Grid voltage at anode voltage = 500 
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2.5 volts 
7.0 amperes 
15 seconds 

6.0 amperes 
1.5 amperes 

5 seconds 
1250 volts 

50 milliamperes 
- 40° to +so•c 

15 volts 
1000 microseconds 

25volt s 
- 3 volts 
- 5 volts 
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